Scenario 4#
Righting Wrongs

By September 19, Pakistan’s 5" Horse Armored Regiment was on hand in southern Afghanistan to
neutralize the Soviet air assault troops holding Kandahar. Allied fighter jocks were holding their own
against their Russian counterparts....at least to the point that the Turkestan Military District was hard
pressed to supply the riflemen and IFVs dug into the heaps of charred rubble choking the landscape. And
word had come down to clear the highway so that a link could be re-established with the U.S. 2" Armored
Division, licking its wounds since repelling an enemy attempt to cross the Farah Rud.

In all honesty, “Hell on Wheels” was in no real danger. The division, bolstered by a slow but steady trickle
of reinforcements, was under orders to keep Rodionov’s formations penned on the western shore of the
river. All of which was accomplished with relative ease, as the 5" and 155" Motorized Rifle Divisions were
too fatigued to press the issue. Fighting here was limited to a few sharp exchanges between mechanized
troops as 40™ Army reviewed its options in a theater that, except for the diversion of two divisions, had
received short shrift from Moscow.

They shouldn’t have been surprised. Already, the USSR was faced with the knowledge that the war in
Europe would soon end in a stalemate, with its divisions short of the Rhine and occupying a narrow stretch
of Germany with no strategic value....territory they didn’t want and couldn’t hope to maintain if the NATO
forces staged around Frankfurt made any real effort to reclaim it. The Third Shock Army had faired better
up north. It wasn’t enough. Those in power were resigned to the inevitable talks and negotiations that
would soon follow.

As a result, the General Staff wasn’t looking for victory in Afghanistan. Its priorities were to prevent
enemy forces from reaching the troubled Islamic republics of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. In their eyes,
the assets Rodionov had were sufficient. All he had to do was hold his ground until talks had begun in
earnest. A staged withdrawal from the war-torn country could then be hammered out by the diplomats.

Conversely, U.S. planners had hoped — perhaps unrealistically — that Afghanistan offered a route into the
Soviet underbelly. Yet 10 days after crossing the border, 2" Armored was stalled hundreds of kilometers
from Shindand, 10™ Mountain was waiting to see action and the northern American/Pakistani pincer had
been stopped well short of the Amu Darya. Washington had placed too much faith in the capabilities of the
Mujahideen, hadn’t appreciated the nature of the terrain nor considered the fact that Moscow might have
reserves it could deploy immediately to support Rodionov’s command. At the rate things were developing
in Europe, the shooting would be over long before they had made their appearance.

But while their efforts may not have mattered when placed in the context of a global war, U.S. planners
were still desperate to clear the endless snarl of cargo haulers stranded in the Hada Hills, subjected to daily
air strikes by SU-25s. They were still eager to feed fuel and supplies to 2™ Armored in the event that
Rodionov found his second wind. Lastly, they were bent on salvaging something out of a bloody,
frustrating and pointless campaign.

The 5" Horse, with its aging Chinese-supplied tanks, was thus sacrificed on the altar of national pride.

Objectives and Deployment:

This is a Deliberate Attack scenario from the CWC rulebook, and uses the same map as Scenario #3, except
with Soviet air assault troops playing the part of the Defender. The Pakistani 5" Horse takes the part of the
Attacker.



Pakistani 5" Horse TO&E

Headquarters platoon
x1 M557 command APC (CO @ CV8)
x1 FAO @ CV7
x1 M163 SPAA

Recon Company
x2 M114 Recce

Tank Battalion
X9 Type 59-1 MBTs

1% Mechanized Infantry Company
X3 M113 IFVs
x1 M557 command APC (HQ @ CV7)
x3 Regular infantry w/ one M20 bazooka upgrade

2" Mechanized Infantry Company
x3 M113 IFVs
x1 M557 command APC (HQ @ CV7)
x3 Regular infantry w/ one M20 bazooka upgrade

Avrtillery Support
x2 M109 SP batteries (off table)
x2 HE assets



Air Assault TO&E
Headquarters
x1 BMD command variant (CO @ CV9)

Anti-Tank Support
x2 ASU-85s

1°* Air Assult Company
x3 BMD-2s with ATGMs
x1 BMD command variant (HQ @ CV8)
x3 Air Assault infantry w/ one RPG-16 upgrade

Gunship Support
x1 Mi-24 Hind E

Avrtillery Support
x2 RPU-14 batteries (off table)

Misc. Assets
x3 Trench sections



